THE INVENTION THAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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A method for delivering therapeutic agents into 
e inh^er ear of a living subject through the round 
window n\che and the round window membrane thereof, said 
method cort^rising: 

providing a drug delivery unit comprised of at least 
one synthetic Controlled release carrier media material 
and at least one\ therapeutic agent combined therewith, 
said carrier medial material releasing said therapeutic 
agent from said drugy delivery unit over time when said 
drug delivery unit isNplaced in said round window niche 
of said subject; 

placing said drug delivery unit at least partially 
in said round window niche \*f said subject; and 

allowing said drug delivery unit in said round 
window niche to release said tH^rapeutic agent therefrom 
so that said therapeutic agent cotaes in contact with said 
round window membrane, passes therethrough, and enters 
said inner ear, 
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2.\ The method of claim 1 wherein said drug 
delivery Vnit is spaced apart fr^m^said round window 
membrane in\said round window niche. 

3 . The method of claim 1 wl^rein said drug 
delivery unit is positioned against and in direct contact 
with said round window membrane in said round window 
niche . 

4 . A method for delnSvering therapeutic agents into 
the inner ear of a living suugect through the round 
window niche and the round window membrane thereof, said 
method comprising: 

providing a drug delivery unitVomprised of at least 
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one biodegradable controlled release carrier media 
material and at least one therapeutic agent combined 
therewith, said\ carrier media material releasing said 
therapeutic agerit from said drug delivery unit over time 
5 when said drug delivery unit is placed in said round 

window niche of said subject; 

placing said drug delivery unit at least partially 
in said round window niche of said subject; and 

allowing said drug delivery unit in said round 
10 window niche to release said therapeutic agent therefrom 

so that said therapeunic agent comes in contact with said 
round window membrane, \passes therethrough, and enters 
said inner ear. 

15 5. The method of ^laim 4 wherein said drug 

delivery unit is spaced apart fr^m said round window 
membrane in said round wii^dow niche . 

6. The method of cla^m 4 wherein said drug 

2 0 delivery unit is uositi^x^dr-^aiilst and in direct contact 

with said round window membrane in said round window 
niche . 



7 . A method for delivering therapeutic agents into 
2 5 the inner ear of a living spbject through the round 

window niche and the round 'window\membrane thereof , said 




method comprising: \ 

providing a drug delivery apparatus comprising: 

an elongate member comprising a first end 
3 0 and a second end; and 

a drug delivery unit secured to said first 
end of said elongate member,^ said drug delivery 
unit being comprised of at least one controlled 
release carrier media material and at least one 
3 5 therapeutic agent combined therewith, said 
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carrier media material releasing said 
therapeutic lagent from said drug delivery unit 
over time whj^n said drug delivery unit is 
placed in sa^Ld round window niche of said 
5 subject; 

placing said firsti end of said elongate member and 
said drug delivery unit! secured thereto at least 
partially in said round! window niche of said subject; and 
allowing said drug Idelivery unit in said round 
10 window niche to release said therapeutic agent therefrom 

so that said therapeutic lagent comes in contact with said 
round window membrane, passes therethrough, and enters 
said inner ear . 

Jrj 15 8 . The method of ClWim 7 wtj^rein said elongate 

C3 member comprises a solid rcpd. 

tn 9. The method of Claim 7 wherein said elongate 

member comprises at least one passageway therethrough 
H 2 0 from said first end to said second end. 

f** \ 

s H 10. The method of ClainA 7 jArijerein said elongate 

if\ member is comprised ajPat leas^t one electrically 

conductive material'. 
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11. The method of Claim 7i >tfierein said carrier 
media material is biodegradable* 




12 . A method for delivering therapeutic agents 
3 0 into the inner ear of a living s^bj ect through the round 

window niche and the round window membrane thereof, said 
method comprising: 

providing a drug delivery apparatus comprising: 

an elongate electrically conductive member 
3 5 comprising a first end apd a second end; and 
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a drug delivery unit secured to said first 
end of said conductive member, said drug 
delivery unit being comprised of at least one 
controlled releas^ carrier media material and 
at least one therapeutic agent combined 
therewith, said carrier media material 
releasing said theiapeutic agent from said drug 
delivery unit over time when said drug delivery 
unit is placed in said round window niche of 
said subject; 

positioning said first ehd of said conductive member 
and said drug delivery unit secured thereto at least 
partially in said round window niche of said subject; 

placing at least a portion of said first end of said 
conductive member in direct contact with an internal ear 
component selected from the grpup consisting of said 
round window membrane and at least one ear tissue 
structure adjacent to said roumd window membrane; and 

allowing said drug delivery unit in said round 
window niche to release said therapeutic agent therefrom 

?mes in contact with said 
:e through , and enters 

said inner ear 



so that said therapeutic agjent 
round window membrane, passes tl 



13 . The method of claim 12\/wherein said carrier 
media material is biodegradable, 



14. A drug delivery apparauus for delivering 
therapeutic agents into the inner} ear of a living subject 
3 0 through the round window niche an^ the round window 

membrane thereof comprising: 

an elongate member comprising! a first end and a 
second end; and t 

a drug delivery unit secured 4o said first end of 
3 5 said elongate member, said drug delivery unit being 
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comprised of at least one controlled release carrier 



media material and at 
combined therewith, sa;. 
said therapeutic agent 



east one therapeutic agent 
d carrier media material releasing 
from said drug delivery unit over 
time when said drug delivery unit is placed in said round 
window niche of said subject. 
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15. The apparatus pf Claim 14 wherein said elongate 
member comprises a solid! rod. 



16. The apparatus of Claim 14 wherein said elongate 
member comprises at least! one passageway therethrough 
from said first end to said second end. 
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17 . The apparatus ofi Claim 14 wherein said carrier 



media material is biodegradable, 
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18. A drug delivery apparatus for delivering 
therapeutic agents into the \ inner ear of a living subject 
through the round window niche and the round window 
membrane thereof comprising: 

an elongate member comprised of at least one 
electrically conductiye-^fnaterial , said elongate member 



comprising a first ^ 
a drug delivery 
said elongate member 



:ond end; and 
red to said first end of 
delivery unit being 
comprised of at least one controlled release carrier 
media material and at least one therapeutic agent 
combined therewith, said carrier \media material releasing 
said therapeutic agent from said drug delivery unit over 
time when said drug delivery unit\is placed in said round 
window niche of said subject. 
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19 . The apparatus of claim 18 wherein said carrier 
media material is biodegradable. ^ 
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